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Foreword . . . 
The days are gone when New Guinea Missionaiies 
took their 3-6 months furlough in Australia, and 
carried on active propaganda during that time for the 
mission in New Guinea. Our beloved Director Thiele 
is not with us any more, and American missionaries 
are usually in haste on their furlough trips to get back 
to America. 
Fearing great lack of interest in the Mission, the 
New Guinea Mission Board decided eaily in 1950 to 
send the secretary, Pastor Schubert, to the field, and 
to attend the annual field conference. This was 
accomplished by oui- messenger and he was able, by 
the Grace of God, to return safely to us; and his im-
pressions and findings are recorded in this booklet. 
May it find favom- with all mission friends, both old 
and new; and may, through this booklet, new interest 
be awakened in the hearts of loyal mission friends in 
Australia. May also our mission continu» to grow, 
and the workers therein continue to bring the light 
of Christ to the hearts of those still in darkness. 
On behalf of the N.G.M.B., 
A. JERICHO, 
Chairman. 
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ta Meiu (guinea 
Tiie morning after my arrival in New Guinea, the 
annual conference commenced. It was held at a place 
called Baitabag, not far from Madang. The amount 
of business that had to be dealt with at this conference 
was stupendous. I was very impressed with the keen 
participation of all the missionaries, lay and ordained 
alike. Considering that it was quite a physical ordeal 
to sit on hard, backless benches every day for a fort-
night for many hours, it was surprising to me to notice 
that very rai-ely was anyone absent. And I have a 
shi-ewd suspicion that when one or the other was 
away, 'he or she was paying a visit to the dentist, who 
had been especially hired to attend to the teeth of the 
mission staff during the days of conference. I under-
stand that it was the first time that natives also par-
ticipated in the conference. A s f a r as I remember, 
thii'ty of them were present. Since they couid not 
follow the discussions in English, various" missionaries 
sat among them and translated the proceedings. 
Pei'haps the highlight of the conference was the 
Holy Communion service on the first night. It was 
truly an inspiring service. Some of the problems con-
fronting the gathering were similar to those which 
face home churches too: scarcity of men and funds, 
and the many opportunities offering f o r the opening 
of new stations. Dr. Schiotz and I had the privilege 
of sitt ing in with the executive in their meetings, and 
when the number of stations requiring men was chalked 
up on one side of the board, and the men available 
opposite, it was evident that unless the men could be 
cut up, some stations would have to go unmanned. 
Unless one has sat with the executive and listened to 
them wrestling with these problems, one has no idea 
of the way in which they try to serve the most urgent 
needs best. 
For me, as an Australian, it was good to know that 
my Church was supplying four ordained men to help 
fill some of the gaps. It is a pity that finance for the 
works of the Kingdom is always short. How much 
it hampers the work. The problems facing the con-
ference were not made any easiex- on account of the 
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N A T I V E S A T T H E C O N F E R E N C E 
fact, that Dr. Schiotz had to warn again and again, 
against expansion in the orphaned missionfield, since 
funds from the Lutheran World Action are very limited. 
In fact, he said that according to present indications, 
there may be no more funds available after 1954. It 
seems to me, that if that should eventuate, then the 
American and the Australian Lutheran Churches will 
have to try and shoulder additional responsibihties. 
Great Possibilities of the Mission 
Many missionaries felt the great need for ex-
pansion in their particular areas, and pleaded for more 
help. While the mission realised the possibihties in 
these areas, nothing could be done for the time being. 
That means, that missionaries who ai'e already over-
burdened will have to shoulder more work. It was good 
to see the wonderful spii'it of co-operation between ali 
the members of the mission staff. I could not help 
noticing that the four nationalities represented there 
are like one man when working for the Kingdom of God. 
It was interesting to notice that the vote to continue 
the Lutheran Mission as one field, was absolutely 
unanimous. I feel it would be a great tragedy if the 
field were divided again. I am sure it would have a 
very detrimental effect on the native church. The 
mission is to be commended on the very capable per-
sonnel that it has. Some of the lay-men too, are very 
practical, and all are a very definite asset. The con-
ference was very capably chaired by Rev. Kuder, a man 
of wisdom, vision, understanding and also a sense of 
humour. 
The itinerary arranged for Dr. Schiotz and myself 
was crowded, to say the least, but I should say it gave 
us a very good insight into the work being done, and 
the problems which have to be faced. Wherever we 
went, we experienced wonderful hospitality in the 
homes of missionaries. Let me add here also, that 
the general public seems to hold the Lutheran Mission 
in very high esteem. 
Immediately after conference, we spent several 
nights in the home of Rev. Maahs and saw some of his 
wonderful photography. Fortunately for our Church, 
he will be showing some of his films towards the end of 
1950. From Madang the mission vessel took us to 
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Karkar Island. Here we saw the native hospitai built 
by Mr. Edwin Tscharke and native helpers. It is truly-
amazing the amount and type of work being done in 
this hospital under the direction of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tscharke. The Kurum Plantation, under the direction 
of Hei-mann Radke, is quite a paying proposition. The 
spiritual life here, as in some other coastal regions, is 
not very vigorous, owing to war experiences and the 
movement for the desire for wealth. Devotions for 
Home of Mr . and Mrs . Tscharke 
native medical assistants and their wives are conducted 
regularly night and morning in the lecture room at the 
hospital, by Mr. Tscharke. 
Hospitals Are Grand 
We were taken by jeep to the new 'hospital at 
Jagaum. It is certainly a magnificent structure and 
a credit to the young men who have constructed it. It 
is the type of hospital that one would expect to lind in 
a large flourishing town. As far as I, a layman, could 
judge, the equipment is far beyond what one usually 
associates with mission hospitals, but much of this 
was procured from the Army very cheaply. Unfortun-
ately, the road leading from Madang to the hospital 
leaves much to be desired, and in my opinion, the hos-
pital will only be giving its maximum amount of service 
once a new road is constructed, as well as a bridge over 
Page f i v e 
the Gum River. However, I understand that as soon 
as the buildings themselves have been more or less 
completed, the construction of a good road will receive 
its share of attention. The mission is trying to interest 
the Administration in this work. 
Much has been said about the possibilities of suc-
cessful work among the natives in the Central High-
lands of New Guinea, so it was with eager anticipation 
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of what we might see, that we flew to Ega, the station 
of Rev. W. Bergmann and Rev. P. Fi-eyberg. Speaking 
for myself, I was not disappointed at what I saw and 
heard, but rather I am firmly convinced that the people 
here, as well as at Kerowagi and Ogelbeng (other 
stations were not visited) are earnest, sincere seekers of 
the Truth. There was a veritable hunger for t'he 
Gospel evident. In almost every speech of welcome, 
there was also a plea for more missionaries. It is true, 
that there may also be some ulterior motives behind 
this plea for missionaries, for instance, the desire for 
material goods. But I think that it is natural, that 
these people should desire to have material advance-
ment too, as long as it does not become the ruling 
motive for desiring the Gospel. 
P a g o S i x 
Painstaking W o r k of Our Missionaries 
At Ega we were present at the Baptism of 149 
native children and the son of Rev. and Mrs. Wolber. 
It took Rev. Bergmann many hours of painstaking work 
to get all the particulars, re date of birth, names of 
parents and sponsors, and the names of the children. 
Both Dr. Schiotz and I were given an opportunity to 
address the 800 wors'hippers present, and I do not think 
that I have ever had a more attentive congregation any-
Front vi«w of Admin i s t rat ion Rooms at Jaguaro 
where. The first offering for this young Christian con-
gregation was received that morning, and it amounted 
to almost £20, an effort that puts many a white 
Christian congregation to shame, when one considers 
the slender chance that these natives have of earning 
any money. The school here was not yet opened, since 
the missionaries had only just returned from con-
ference, so no inspection was made. 
However, at Kerowagi (Rev. H. Hannemann is in 
charge here, with Rev. Mansur as assistant), we were 
able to inspect a school. The pupils did simple addition 
and subtraction and related a Bible story. I do not 
know whether the lesson had been previously reheai'sed 
for our benefit or not, but very few incorrect answers 
were given. In the afternoon we were given an oppor-
tunity to speak to the people in the fine native church. 
Here, too, sincerity was written on the faces of the 
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people. They stressed again and again, tha t the New 
Testament was their most prized possession. They 
would par t with other possessions, but not the Word of 
God, so they said. 
At Ogelbeng we had the biggest number of natives 
present to welcome us. Repeatedly, when I heard of 
the high regard in which these primitive people hold 
us whites, I hung my 'head in shame. Would tha t we 
were all the type of Christians they imagine us to be. 
I can only come to the conclusion that the missionaries 
(Rev. Doering and Rev. Strauss) must be setting a 
T w o C h i e f s a t O g e l b e n g 
very high level of Christian living amongst these people. 
Here, there was not only a plea for white missionaries, 
but also for native elders and teachers f rom the coast. 
This latter piea was presented to tSie native conference 
at .Lae, and I believe met with some response. It was 
at Ogelbeng tha t Dr. Laubach started his literacy cam-
paign, and apparently it has been a great success. We 
were to have a demonstration of it next morning, but 
unfortunately, the plane arrived too early for us to fit 
this into our programme. 
Quite a large medical programme has been started 
at Ogelbeng, and judging by reports, outstanding work 
is being done by young Charles Pfa r r . The huts for 
a leprosai'ium have been erected, but t reatment on a 
large scale had not been commenced. I presume tha t 
by now this work is in full swing. 
P a g e E i g h t 
Orphaned Children Being Wel l Cared For 
From Ogelbeng we touched down at Lae for two 
hours, and then on to Finschhafen. This, for Dr. 
Schiotz, was possibly the area he was most interested 
in as representative of Orphaned Missions, but for me 
also, it was of great interest, since the Lutheran Mis-
sion began its work near here. In this area the ravages 
of war and its aftermath were most noticeable. Rev. 
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Manjo Tree at Timbans 
Heibig took us to Heldsbach, where the training school 
for Kate teachers and preachers is situated. Rev. W. 
Fiierl is also stationed here, as well as Miss Whitehead, 
the teacher for missionary children in this area. We 
had no time to inspect the schools in session, but met 
most of the pupils in the evening, when they staged 
several plays for us. They come from all the Kate 
speaking areas in 'New Guinea, and this intermingling 
of students from various villages should help to build 
a unified Church in New Guinea. We also inspected 
the hydro-electric plant installed by Russell Scherer. 
This is certainly a wonderful asset. 
Pnge Nine 
Next morning, Rev. Helbig took us to Sattelberg 
by jeep. I doubt whether any other vehicle could 
negotiate this apology for a road. To me, as an Aus-
tralian, this road was of great interest, since the Aus-
tralian Army fought some of its fiercest battles here. 
It must have veritably been hell to fight under the con-
ditions such as they must have been, Sattelberg itself, 
the fonner health station of the Neuendettelsau Mis-
sion, is still a soi-ry spectacle. Remains of buildings, 
and bomb craters are to be seen everywhei-e. Rev. 
C r o s s i n g t h e Gum R i v e r by N a t i v e C s n o e 
Metzner has a fine new house, but the one-time guest 
house temporarily occupied by Mrs. Wacke at tha t time, 
looks like a war-scarred warrior. Since our coming to 
this station was uncertain, the natives had not gathered 
in very great numbers. But those who were there, told 
us of some falhng away in the war yeai's, and tha t as 
in most similar cases, so here, it was hard work trying 
to recover tha t which was lost. 
Later that afternoon, we were shown the Helds-
bach piggery. If any man on the mission staff is inter-
ested in his' work, it is Emil Wagner in his pigs and 
cattle. The pigs wei'e in very good condition and should 
go a long way to solving the f resh meat position in tha t 
area. From Heldsbach we returned to the Finschhafen 
hospital, where Dr. Hoeger and her capable staff were 
our hostesses. The Dave Rohrlachs wei'e also present 
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at the pleasant evening we spent together, and Mi-. 
Rohrlach was our guide next day, when we inspected 
his workshop, the 'hydro-electric plant and the Finsch-
hafen stockpile. 
N e w Buildings M u s t Soon be Erected 
The hospital buildings ai-e fairly dilapidated, and 
it is quite clear that new buildings will have to be 
erected before very long. Of course, the present hos-
pital is a very scattered group of buildings, and I 
should say that much time and energy are wasted of 
necessity. We inspected the wai-ds, and patients seemed 
happy and contented. One thing that struck me as 
strange, was that the families of patients prepared 
food for the sick in the wards. The mission does not 
feed patients, except in very needy cases. Since I do 
not know New Guinea conditions well enough, I should 
not like to give any opinion as to the site chosen for 
the new hospital, except that it is closer to the aero-
drome and in lovely surroundings. 
The stock pile is enormous, and the mission is 
fortunate in having secured it from the A r m y . We 
paid a brief visit to the house in which the former 
superintendent of the Neuendettelsau mission lived. 
It is ideally situated. A t present it is occupied by Bert 
Jaeschke (captain of the "Maneba") and his family. 
From Finschhafen, we went directly to the native 
conference or "Sam," held j u s t outside Lae on the shore 
of the sea, in the shadow of a beached Japanese battle-
ship. Delegates from the whole Jabem area were 
present. This conference was very efficiently run en-
tirely by natives. The personality that remains clearest 
in my mind is Gedisa, head teacher of the Kopoi school. 
A loud speaker system had been installed by Mr. Carl 
Spehr, and was used frequently by natives. They 
wrestled with the problems before them, and if one had 
not been able to see them, or if the language had not 
been foreign, one could easily have imagined that it was 
a synod in Australia. 
Indifference to the Gospel 
The gathering was very concei-ned about the in-
difference that many young people are showing over 
against Christianity. I should say that this is, perhaps, 
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S e r v i c e in the Open l o r H e s t h e n 
a natural condition that one could expect to find in 
second and third generation Christians. They prob-
ably have taken the Gospel more or less for granted 
and have not made the same spiritual experiences as 
those who were converted from heathendom to Chris-
tianity. But it did one's heart good to see how con-
cerned the leaders of the congregations were because 
of this condition, and they intend to spend special time 
instructing the youth. The " S a m " was also very con-
scious of its obligations over against the heathen of 
New Guinea, and in order to give this work an added 
impetus, it was decided to start a special common fund, 
out of which workers in heathen areas should be paid 
salaries. That will give those congregations who have 
funds, but no men, and those who have men, but no 
funds, an equal opportunity of paiticipating in the 
great work lying ahead of them. 
It was also decided to start work amongst the 
Kukukukus as soon as possible. A Government official 
who was present while this question was being dis-
cussed, encouraged the natives to proceed with this 
work. The abnormal desire for material wealth, which 
is sweeping through certain areas of New Guinea, was 
also discussed, and the leaders of the " S a m " fel t it 
their duty to visit the areas most affected and try and 
enlighten these benighted people. I thought it a very 
wise thing, that the missionaries who were present a t 
the "Sam," allowed the natives to work out their own 
problems, and only gave them the minimum amount of 
counselling. I felt that this would teach the Native 
Christian Church of New Guinea to become independent 
in a relatively short time. 
Transport by Boat Necessary 
The days following the " S a m " until the departure 
of Dr. Schiotz, were spent in the offices at Lae. It 
opened m y eyes to the vast amount of business trans-
actions necessary to run the mission successfully. 
Judging from the cost of tr-ansport paid by the mission 
annually, it would seem to me to be a wise move and a 
considerable saving to the mission, if a suitable ship 
could be procured as soon as possible. From the figures 
available it also seems as if a considerable saving would 
be effected if the mission owned its own plane. 
P a g o T h i r t e e n 
After Dr. Schiotz left, I went with Rev. Scherle to 
Walalo, a station which pre-war had two missionaries. 
Here the programme for me, was less strenuous, owing 
mainly to the fact that Missionary Scherle had a mild 
attack of fever, but also because school had not yet 
commenced. I enjoyed this period of comparative rest 
to gather fresh strength for the remaining programme 
of my tour. On Sunday I addressed the congregation 
at Malalo, but the attendance was spoiled by the out-
break of a whooping cough epidemic. 
C h u r c h at ^'AniDOi'* L a e 
I arrived back in Lae, by boat at 1 p.m. on Mon-
day, and at 3 p.m., I was on my way to Kaiapit, Rev. 
Holzknecht's station. Here I had another opportunity 
of inspecting a native school. The lesson in progress 
was dictation. Most of the pupils wrote fairly fluently. 
I also inspected a native village and was impressed by 
its cleanliness. The chief of the village invited me to 
eat a meal with him. Although the food did not look 
particularly appetising, it tasted good. I saw some 
mountain people who had come to the trade store. They 
were only small in stature, but looked a very virile 
type. These people have as yet been untouched by the 
Gospel. Here as everywhere else, the doors of oppor-
tunity ai-e wide open, but the mission is not able to take 
full advantage of the opportunities. 
P a g e F o u r t e e n 
Magnificent Views of Surrounding Missions 
Scarcely had I arrived back in Lae, when Rev. 
Kuder and I set out by jeep for Mumeng. The trip was 
full of interest. For the first nine miles or so, we fre-
quently passed groups of natives, who joyfully hailed 
Rev. Kuder. When we arrived in the village of Mumeng 
and saw t'he home of Rev. Horrolt 2,500 feet further up 
on a mountain, one could not help wondering why the 
mission so often built its stations in such almost inac-
cessible places. However, the view from the top of the 
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mountain was magnificent, and I believe, the place is 
fairly centrally situated. But I feel sorry for Kev. 
HoiTolt, who has to climb up and down these moun-
tains, although I am told that other missionaries "have 
even more difficult terrain to cover. There are about 
30 000 people belonging to this circuit, and no less than 
15 different languages are used. This naturally hmders 
the spread of the Gospel to a certam extent. 
From Mumeng to Wau, we travelled along an awe-
inspiring, but beautiful route. Wau is the proposed 
sight for the future European school and health station. 
Mr. Behrendorff showed us the proposed layout of the 
place I thought it ideally situated, on a good elevation, 
overlooking the town of Wau. I should imagine the 
climate to be good, and a health station there should 
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be a great asset to the mission. Thus ended my tour 
of New Guinea, for on the next day I returned to 
Brisbane. 
I am very grateful to the Church that this trip 
was made possible. It has certainly helped me greatly 
to understand the problems, trials and joys of Lutheran 
Mission, New Guinea, and I "hope that, because of the 
trip, still greater interest in this mission will result 
amongst members of the U.E.L .C.A. I am deeply 
grateful to the mission authorities and individual mis-
sionaries for being so helpful and understanding. Often 
I felt myself absolutely incompetent worthily to repre-
sent my Church and Board. 
When a future tour is an-anged (and.I think that 
there should be future tours of members of the Church 
or Board), more time should be allowed. The whole 
tour was somewhat crowded and I feel that I missed 
something in not being able to make a real walking 
tour into heathen territory, for only if a visitor does 
that, can he really sympathise with the missionaries in 
their arduous work. May God in His mercy and love 
continue to bless the work there. 
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